Sports manufacturers for Olympics problems

Campaigners for labour standards have accused sports wear firms violating the rights of millions of workers in the rush to have merchandise ready for sale during the Olympics in August.

The campaigners say global sports wear firms will spend vast sums of money to associate their products with the ideals that lie behind the Olympics and to get their corporate branding before World Wide Television audiences. But they say research carried out in factories from China to Bulgaria reveals business practices that are far from the spirit of the games. The problem that say is the pressure put on suppliers to cut prices and delivery times, and that’s increased as sports wear has become more fashion orientated. The campaigners say that there were repeated accounts of forced overtime, low wages, poor health and workers being denied the right to belong to a union.

